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SOUTH TEXANS RECOGNIZED AS OUTSTANDING USDA EMPLOYEES
For immediate release, Thursday, Sept. 23, 1993
WASHINGTON -- House Agriculture Committee Chairman Kika de la Garza,
D-TX, joined Agriculture Secretary Mike Espy and singer Willie Nelson at a
recognition ceremony held Thursday on Washington's famous Mall for outstanding
employees of the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), including several from the
South Texas area.
Rep. de la Garza spoke about his appreciation of the work of USDA employees
and applauded the contributions of the people recognized at the Celebration of
Excellence ceremony.
"I believe USDA's employees are among the best we have in government
service. The people recognized at today's ceremony are shining examples not just
to their coworkers but to all Americans. They are hardworking, creative and
dedicated to their jobs and to our country. I am particularly proud of the men and
women from South Texas who were among those employees recognized at this
ceremony," said Rep. de la Garza following the ceremony.
Named as one of USDA's Outstanding Scientists of the Year was Edgar G.
King, based at the USDNAgricultural Research Service facility in Weslaco. King
was praised for his "superior creativity and leadership, outstanding performance and
sustained productivity as a scientist in the biological control of insect pests."
The Alice area staff for USDA's Soil Conservation Service (SCS) were
recognized for "outstanding assistance to the people of South Texas in developing
high quality resource conservation programs through effective use of outside
resources and Departmental programs."
Members of the Alice area's USDNSCS staff include: Lee R. Wright Jr. (group
leader), Kelly M. Black, Ricardo Mireles Jr., Douglas E. Sharer, Alan W. Moore, Larry
D. Flanders, Juan Renteria, Elia H. Larson, Janet L. Williams and Jerry M.
Turrentine.
Employees assigned to USDA's Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service
(APHIS) aircraft section based in Mission were cited for "development and
implementation of advanced electronic technology to support agricultural aviation
activities."
Members of Mission's USDNAPHIS aircraft section include: Timothy J.
Roland (group leader), Jesus M. Garza, Baldemar Gonzalez, Thomas C. Hyde, Julian
Peralez Jr., Bruce D. Radsick, Gilberto D. Rodriquez Jr., Billy F. Tanner, and James
R. Wallingford.
In addition, two other APHIS employees from Texas were recognized for their
work: Phillip A. Pickerill of Austin and Beatrice V. Thompson of Brownsville.
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